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*  *  * 


No  wintry  winds  nor  bitter  vveather  can  daimt  a  true  gardener.     I  arn  sur« 
cf  that  after  reading  the  letters  that  have  been  coming  in  lately.*  The  new s- 
caDers  may  report  blizzards,  but  the  gardeners  are  writing  letters  about  flowers 
:■  new  varieties  of  vegetables.     From  these  letters  I  have  also  learned  that 
..:s  is  the  month  when  smart  gardeners  m.ake  their  plans,  lay  out  their  gardens 
on  paper,  and  get  their  equipment  ready.     Then,  7/hen  spring  arrives,  they  are 
sll  set  to  make  the  most  of  it. 

3ut  one  kind  of  letter  from  gardeners  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
:r.  Washington  causes  a  good  deal  of  grief  each  spring/   This  is  a  "free-seed 
letter."    Already  this  season,  requests  for  free  seeds  have  started  coming 
to  1^8  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  for  13  long  years, 
the  Departraent  has  been  trying  to  convince  the  country  that  it  has  no  free  seeds 
nor  plants.    Yet  each  year,  as  spring  approaches,  thousands  of  requests  pour 
m  f rom  farms,  suburbs,  and  penthouses.     And  all  the  writers  of  these  letters 
meet  disappointment. 

Years  ago  —  previous  to  1923  —  Congress  made  an  annual  appropriation 
lor  seeds  for  distribution  through  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  '  3u t  in  1023 
tje  Government  decided  to  discontinue  the  distribution  cf  this  great  quantity 
"  seed,  since  it  was  only  ccmmiercial  garden  seed  such  as  anyone  could  biiy  at  a 
gcod  seed  house,  and  did  not  necessarily  represent  varieties  better  than  those 
ir.  comon  use. 


So,  listeners,  if  you  know  somebody  who  is  thinking  of  writing  Washington 
or  free  seeds,  do  him  a  good  turii  and  tell  him  not  to.     "Ten  thousand  tim.es  nc" 
*s  tfte  answer  to  all  .requests  for  free  seeds.    What  is  more,  the  Department 
•  --igriculture  has  no  seeds  or  plants  for  sale  either. 

hifih        ■  ^^'^  doubt  about  whether  to  buy  "bargain"  seeds  or 

^  gft-quality  seeds  for  your  garden  this  year,  you'll  be  interested  in  what 
the  advisor  from  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  has  to  say  on 

subject.    He  says  all  our  most  up-to-date  gardeners  are  demanding  high- 
=11^        ^^^^  days.     This  is  because  such  seed  gives  more  uniform  crops 

greater  percentage  of  marketable  products.     Seedsmen  have  weeded  cut 
^•^laerable  of  the  diseases  from  high-quality  seed.     In  many  cases,  too,  they 
treed^^         stock  and  a  more  productive  strain  than  in  the  past.    Along  with 
vaript^*^  ^^^^  disease  control,   they  have  miade  progress  in  selecting  and^im^proving 

e^ies,  especially  for  trueness  to  type  and  vigor. 
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Time  was  when  gardeners  and  truck  growers  just  went  out  and  bought  seeds 
according:  to  variety  names.     Now  successful  -.gardeners  want  to  know  the  lineage 
of  the  seed  they  are  planting.     They  v/ant  to  knov;  about  the  selection  of  plants 
from  which  the  seed  came  —  in  fact,  all  about  the  family  history  of  the 
parent  plants.    Department  of  Agriculture  workers  and  also  the  men  in  the 
experiment  stations  in  the  different  States  have  taken  the  lead  in  producing 
superior  strains  and  varieties  adapted  to  meet  different  conditions.     So,  write 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  or  your  State  experiment  station  when  you  are  in 
doubt. 

Speaking  of  new  varieties  developed  by  experiment  stations,  here  are  a 
few  to  remember  for  your  1936  vegetable  garden. 

At  Cornell  University  they  recently  developed  a  nev;  strain  of  lettuce 
that  goes  by  the  name  of  Wliite  Boston,  Cornell  No.  U3.     This  is  adapted  to 
growing  anywhere  in  the  East,   especially  in  muckland.     Its  sponsors  describe 
it  as  "of  the  usual  White  Boston  type,  v/ith  large  frame,  producing  a  largo 
percentage  of  good  heads."    And  they  report  that  it  will  stand  for  a  long  time 
without  breaking  out  in  seed. 

The  Now  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  State  Experiment  Stations  liave  both 
developed  successful  strains  of  tomatoes.     The  Nev/  Jersey  tomiato  goes  by  the 
name  of  Rutgers  and  is  a  fine,  large,  flattened  red  tomato,  especially  good 
for  canning  and  for  juice.     It  matures  rather  late. 

The  Penn  State  tomato  goes  by  the  name  of  Scarlet  Dawn.     It  matures  early, 
has  tomatoes  that  arc  not  very  largo  but  are  solid,   shapely  and  v/ell-colored . 
It  is  especially  adapted  to  growing  in  the  Iviiddle  Atlantic  States  and  thereaboutf 
and  it  also  is  fine  for  canning  and  juice  making. 

The  Pritchard  or  Scarlet  Topper  is  another  of  the  new  tom.atoos  that  is 
adapted  for  table  use  and  for  canning  and  it  is  a  wilt  resistant  variety. 
The  Mar  globe  is  still  another  of  the  nev/er  canning  varieties  and  just  recently 
the  New  York  Station  has  introduced  a  new  canning  tomato  known  as  the  NYSTATE. 
-Very  day  in  every  v/ay  tomatoes  are  becoming  better  and  better. 

You  know  perhaps  that  once  upon  a  tim^e  canners  added  red  color  ±0  their 
toicatoes  to  make  the  canned  product  more  attractive.     But  the  Pure  Food  laws 
inade  that  illegal.     So  scientists  working  with  vegetables  set  out  to  develop 
tomatoes  with  a  natuial  deep-red  flesh  that  would  liold  color  bettor  during  the 
canning  orocess  than  old-i ashioned  varieties  of  tomatoes  did.     The  Rutgers 
^nd  the  Red  Dawn  are  only  two  of  a  number  of  these  especially  colorful  tomatoes, 
^rowers  and  canners  \inderstand  also  nowadays  that  for  the  best  color  and  flavor, 
tomatoes  must  be  picked  at  just  the  right  stage  of  ripeness.     Som.e  varieties 

toiratoes,   especially  good  for  canning,  have  heavy  vines  and  leaves  that 
protect  them,  against  the  sun  v^hich  otherwise  would  bleach  their  naturally 
bright  color. 

■"^e'll  continue  cur  garden  talk  next  v/eek. 


